It is the complicated structure of the nervous centres which renders this question one of such extreme difficulty. The different and multiple relations of any given nerve, not only in its course before it reaches its primary centre, but the varied connections also of the nerve centres themselves, all add to the apparently impregnable condition of the point to be carried. Let us take, for instance, the hypoglossal nerve. A patient presents himself with loss of power of movement in the tongue; putting aside the various points at which this nerve may be affected before it is traced to the medulla, when it has reached that point, the lesion may be found in the nucleus of the nerve. Further, we know that in common with other spinal nerves this hypoglossal is connected with the corpus striatum, and not only with the corpus striatum, but according to Hitzig, Eritsch, and Terrier, with certain points in the cortical grey matter of the cerebrum. Thus the cause of the loss of movement of the tongue, in such a case, may be either in the medulla, at the nucleus, or in the fibres which connect the nucleus with the corpus striatum; in the corpus striatum itself, in the fibres radiating between that point and the cortical grey matter; or, finally, in the cortical grey matter itself.
The question of localisation is still further complicated, in cases where the affected nerves are purely spinal, by the decussation which takes place in the anterior pyramids. From 
